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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Express Mail Certificate Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 

EXPRESS MAIL" MAILING LABEL NUMBER: EV 316157976 US 
Date: December 10, 2003 

I, Robert J. Ward, hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper and fees 
referred to as being attached or enclosed or actually enclosed) is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service "EXPRESS MAIL POST OFFICE TO ADDRESSEE" 
service under 37 C.F.R. 1.10 on the date indicated above, with sufficient postage, 
and is addressed as follows: 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 




In re Application of: 
Serial No. : 
Filing Date: 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner : 
For : 



Richard J. Whiting 
Not Assigned 
December 10, 2003 
Not Assigned 
Not Assigned 
Rock Laminate 



Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Applicant respectfully requests, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, that the art listed on the attached PTO- 
1449 form be considered and cited in the examination of the 



above-identified application. A copy of this art is enclosed 
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for the convenience of the Examiner. Furthermore, pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g) and (h) , no representation is made that this 
art is material to patentability of the present application or 
that a search has been made. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed as an admission against interest in any manner, 
and shall not be construed as a representation that Applicant or 
Applicant's attorneys have personal knowledge of the contents of 
the listed art or any events surrounding the listed art. 

The Examiner is requested to initial the attached form PTO- 
1449, as indicated. It is respectfully requested that the 
Examiner then return to the undersigned a copy of the initialed 
and completed Form PTO-1449 that indicates the enclosed 
references have been considered in their entirety. 

No fees are believed to be required in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. To the extent 
that any further fees, whatsoever, are required, including 
petition fees, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
payment of any additional fees, including any under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.16 or 37 C.F.R. § 1.17, to Deposit Account No. 23-3189, 
Hunton & Williams (Dallas) and reference Attorney Docket No. 
62873.7. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
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Please direct all corr spondence to th practitioner list d 



below at Customer No. 24347* 



Respectfully submitted, 



Registration No. 38,652 

Hunt on & Williams LLP 
Energy Plaza, 3 0th Floor 
1601 Bryan Street 
Dallas, TX 75201-3402 
Telephone: 214.979.3027 
Facsimile: 214 . 880 . 0011 
Emai 1 : rward@hunton . com 
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FORM PTO-I449 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIST OF ART CITED BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
62873.7 



SERIAL NO. 
Net Yet Assigned 



APPLICANT 
Richard J. Whiting 



FILING DATE 

December 10, 2003 



GROUP 

Not Yet Assigned 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



ISSUE DATE 



NAME OF INVENTOR 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
(if appropriate) 



3,885,075 



May 20, 1975 



Elmer A. Ferrante 



428 



150 



Oct. 1, 1973 



3,950,202 



Apr. 13, 1976 



William E. Hodges 



156 



154 



Jun. 12, 1973 



4,022,650 



May 10, 1977 



Constantin Gurgui, et al. 



156 



498 



Aug. 25, 1975 



4,063,982 



Dec. 20, 1977 



Patrick Terence Bourke 



156 



254 



May 12, 1976 



4,137,215 



Jan. 30, 1979 



Rene L. E. Van Gasse 



260 



40 R 



Jan. 5, 1976 



4,216,634 



Aug. 12, 1980 



Burton A. Binder 



52 



309.9 



July 2, 1979 



4,218,496 



Aug. 19, 1980 



Manuel E. Savignac 



427 



263 



Sept. 25, 1978 



4,223,502 



Sep. 23, 1980 



Ralph C. Robinson 



52 



315 



Mar. 8, 1978 



4,366,204 



Dec. 28, 1982 



Peter J. Briggs 



428 



304.4 



Jun. 11, 1981 



4,404,158 



Sep. 13, 1983 



Ralph C. Robinson 



264 



263 



Nov. 26, 1979 



4,446,177 



May 1, 1984 



George L. Munoz, et al. 



428 



15 



Mar. 12, 1982 



4,463,043 



Jul. 31, 1984 



John F. Reeves, et al. 



428 



68 



Aug. 26, 1981 



4,664,955 



May 12, 1987 



Chesley D. Clem 



428 



15 



Mar. 21, 1986 



4,734,302 



Mar. 29, 1988 



David Baskin 



428 



15 



Jan. 27, 1987 



4,822,661 



Apr. 18, 1989 



Gino C. Battaglia 



428 



116 



Jul. 20, 1987 



4,855,177 



Aug. 8, 1989 



Rudolf Leis 



428 



247 



Jul. 8, 1987 



4,911,138 



Mar. 27, 1990 



Rudolf Leis 



125 



16R 



May 12, 1989 



5,004,512 



Apr. 2, 1991 



Frank Fodera 



156 



153 



Aug. 21, 1989 



5,078,815 



Jan. 7, 1992 



Robert S. Othon 



156 



63 



Jun. 11, 1990 



5,208,086 



May 4, 1993 



Charles R. Owens 



428 



47 



Oct. 19, 1989 



5,244,850 



Sep. 14, 1993 



John S. Dutton 



501 



128 



Dec. 17, 1990 



5,296,340 



Mar. 22, 1994 



Masaki Tsukada, et al. 



430 



394 



Feb. 20, 1990 



5,298,212 



Mar. 29, 1994 



William M. Stecker 



264 



571 



Mar. 18, 1992 



5,314,554 



May 24, 1994 



Charles R. Owens 



156 



154 



Dec. 4, 1992 



5,321,055 



Jun. 14, 1994 



Donald H. Slocum 



523 



171 



Jan. 31, 1990 



5,339,795 



Aug. 23, 1994 



Peter R. W. Myles 



125 



21 



Apr. 26, 1993 



5,562,969 



Oct. 8, 1996 



Keiji Sakamoto, et al. 



428 



207 



Aug. 4, 1994 



5,597,627 



Jan. 28, 1997 



Jan-Inge Lindeberg 



428 



15 



June 2, 1993 



5,612,116 



Mar. 18, 1997 



Chitoshi Jinno, et al. 



428 



143 



Mar. 13, 1996 



5,787,666 



Aug. 4, 1998 



Edward B. Sherry 



52 



315 



Dec. 23, 1994 



5,787,667 



Aug. 4, 1998 



John J. Sheahan 



52 



315 



June 14, 1996 



5,965,234 



Oct. 12, 1999 



Michael J. Solano 



428 



143 



Sep. 25, 1997 



6,204,312 



Mar. 20, 2001 



Derek Taylor 



524 



13 



Jul 5, 1996 



6,237,294 



May 29, 2001 



Antoni Rygiel 



52 



314 



May 13, 1997 



6,309,562 



Oct. 30, 2001 



Mieko Sakai, et al. 



252 



301.36 



Jan. 16, 1998 
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EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


ISSUE DATE 


NAME OF INVENTOR 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 

(if appropriate) 




6,360,505 


Mar. 26, 2002 


William A. Johns 


52 


311.1 


Sep. 3, 1999 




6,387,504 


May 14, 2002 


John N. Mushovic 


428 


413 


June 9, 1999 




6,403,004 


Jun. 11,2002 


William M. Stecker 


264 


139 


Jul. 21, 1995 




6,436,523 


Aug. 20, 2002 


David M. Avant, Jr., et al. 


428 


331 


Mar. 17, 2000 

















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


Country Filed in 
OR PCT 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES NO 
















OTHER ART 

(Include name of author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of article, title of item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, 
etc), date, page(s), volume issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published) 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 






Advertisement for Beaumont Tiles at the Internet website for Beaumont Tiles, http://www.beaumont- 
tiles.com.au/guide/slate.html, dated 10/10/200_ ; 4 pgs.. 




Article entitled Exploring the Etymology of Sedimentary, Igneous, and Metamorphic Rocks, Rock Cycle-Rocks(3A) Pre 
Lab, at the Internet website http://www.msnucleus.Org/membership/html/k-6/rc/rocks/3/rcr3_lb.html, dated 10/10/200_ ; 
1 Pg- 




Cover Story : Slate of Ages, Rutland Herald at the Internet website for Rutland Herald, 
http://rutlandherald.nybor.com/Archive/Articles/Article/652, dated 10/10/200_ ; 6 pgs. 




Article entitled Physical Geography, Earth Science, Ty] 
Internet website http://www.zephryus.demon.co.uk/geo 


3es of Rocks : Igneous, Metamorphic and Sedimentary, at the 
graphy/tvs/lesons/RocksOl.html, dated 10/10/200_ ; 2 pgs. 


EXAMINER SIGNATURE: 


DATE CONSIDERED: 



^EXAMINER: Please initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Please include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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